
Welcome to FUSIONôs Premier Issue! 

FUSION: 
It's About the Art Therapy Alliance and 

International Art Therapy Organization [IATO] 
 

 
There's a "fusion" going on!  In cooking, it's 
a style of blending ingredients and 
techniques from different cultures; in 
music, it's a blend of jazz and the repetitive 
rhythms of rock; and in life, it's the result of 
creative mixing of ideas, qualities, and 
perspectives. In all cases, it includes a 
release of energy and the birth of 
something new. Itôs time for FUSION, an e-
zine especially for Planet Art Therapy 
inspired by members and work of the Art  

Therapy Alliance and International Art Therapy Organization [IATO], as well 
as a voice for news, stories, and the art therapy community worldwide!  
 
The Art Therapy Alliance published two volumes and six issues throughout 
2008 and 2009 when the Alliance was founded and started to grow. During 
2009, the Art Therapy Alliance partnered with IATO to support its mission, 
values, and vision. The concept of merging our efforts to publish this e-zine 
for both communities was developed from our common commitment and 
outlook to provide quality resources and a sustainable connection for art 
therapists everywhere.  
 
We hope you enjoy this first issue and hereôs to many more! 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Gretchen Miller, MA, ATR-BC 
Founder, Art Therapy Alliance 
www.arttherapyalliance.org 
 
Cathy Malchiodi, Ph.D., LPCC, LCAT, ATR-BC 
Founder, International Art Therapy Organization 
www.internationalarttherapy.org  
. 
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International Art Therapy Organization  
Launches Free Membership Campaign 

One world, many visionsé 
Working together to create an 

inclusive and sustainable 
future for art therapy. 

The International Art Therapy 
Organization [IATO] is a global 

association of more than 1600 art 
therapists, related professionals, 

and students involved in the fields 
of art therapy, therapeutic art 
making, and art for health and 

social transformation. IATO uses 
cost-effective ways to build 

community among its members 
through available no-cost and 

low-cost social networking 
platforms. 

IATOôs Mission 

-Establish a global community for 
education, communication, and 
exchange of information on art 
therapy, therapeutic art making, and 
art for health and social 
transformation; 

-Promote global understanding of art 
therapy through dissemination of 
leading edge news and development 
of media, online education, archives, 
and publications for its members and 
the public; 
 
-Encourage public recognition of how 
art therapy makes a difference 
through development of opportunities 
to serve to others in need, enhance 
health, and transform lives; 
 
-Advance collaborative research and 
program development among its 
members and affiliate groups. 
 

 

Become a Member of IATO: It's Free 
 

We believe that everyone who has a passion for art 
therapy, therapeutic art making, and art for health 
and social transformation deserves equal access to 
a community, information, and networking. 
Membership in IATO is free and no one group of 
people has to pay more than others to participate. 
Weôre all in this together; we believe that 
opportunities that encourage networking and 
collaboration, rather than hierarchy or chain of 
command, allow everyone to make a difference, 
have a voice, and contribute in a meaningful way. 
So as long as we can support IATO with other 
revenues, it's free to be part of the community! 

How to Become a Member                             
of the IATO Community 

Go to the International Art Therapy Organization 
home page: http://www.internationalarttherapy.org 
and click the Members Only link on the far right of 
the main menu. Complete the simple information 
online form by providing your name, address, email 
address and website URL [if you have one] Your 
information will not be sold or used for any 
purpose other than electronic news and 
announcements sent by the International Art 
Therapy Organization or our partner, the Art 
Therapy Alliance, and to provide you access to the 
Members Only Section.  
 

For more information, email us at info@theiato.org.  

 

 

http://www.internationalarttherapy.org/
mailto:info@theiato.org
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The International Child Art Foundation (ICAF) was 
founded in April 1997 to serve as the national art and 
creativity organization for American children and the 
international arts organization for the worldôs children. 
The ICAF has been a pioneering force in effectively and 
systematically bringing about a change in awareness 
about childrenôs creativity and empathy through a 
decade of innovative programs, publications and events. 
The ICAF focuses primarily on children ages 8 to 12 
because these formative years are also vital for the 
encouragement of empathy and moral-cognitive thinking.  

 
The ICAFôs Arts Olympiads, World Childrenôs Festivals, 
interactive exhibitions, and ChildArt magazine inspire the 
children to embrace lifelong creativity, boost their self-
esteem, and build trust and mutual understanding. The 
ICAFôs innovative                                                            
research, free lesson plans, art exchanges, and 
Sketches newsletter, provide teachers and parents the 
tools they need to enhance the creative and cooperative 
potential of every child on the planet. 

 
Arts Olympiad and Special Issue of ChildArt Magazine 
2011 Arts Olympiad in Washington DC: International Art Therapy Organization is an Arts Olympiad Education Partner for 
the 2011 World Childrenôs Festival in Washington DC. IATO will be working with ICAF to identify art therapists and art 
therapy students to develop three workshops for children addressing the topics of health and environment, creativity and 
imagination, and peace and leadership at the festival. Read about more details in a future issue of FUSION in 2010. 
 
 

Call for Contributions for Special ChildArt Magazine Issue on Art Therapy 
and Children: In 2010, Cathy Malchiodi will be guest Contributing Editor to 
ICAFôs ChildArt Magazine, a widely acclaimed publication on childrenôs art from 
around the world. This special issue will focus on the topic of art therapy with 
children; if you would like to contribute a 2 page article [750 word short story, 
description of a program, or method, including up to 4 images], please contact 
IATO at info@theiato.org. Submissions should be written in a child-friendly style 
for elementary school age children in the 9 to 11 year old age range. ChildArt is a 
commercial-free publication and each contributor will receive 10 complimentary 
copies of the special issue. 
 
 
 
To learn more about the International Child Art Foundation visit 
http://www.icaf.org.  Read more about ICAFôs ChildArt Magazine here: 
http://www.icaf.org/resources  

 

 

International Child Art Foundation and International Art Therapy Organization 
Partnering on Two Exciting Initiatives 

 

Art from ICAF Tsunami Project- By Qanita Qamarani 

mailto:info@theiato.org
http://www.icaf.org/
http://www.icaf.org/resources
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Art Therapy Institute Gives Refugee 
Children from Burma Hope and 
Healing through Art 

Greetings from the N.C. Art Therapy Institute! 

 
We are excited to tell you  
about our work with refugee  
children from Burma here in  
North Carolina. Art therapy groups  
began last January in Chapel Hill  
High Schoolôs Newcomer Center  
for newly arrived student refugees,  
with grades k-2 in an elementary  
school in Chapel Hill and with the U.S. Committee for Refugees and 
Immigrants in Raleigh. We are expanding our work this year and will 
be offering individual art therapy sessions to students and also be 
working with their families. The teachers and school staff have been 
very receptive to our services and have witnessed how the students 
have used art to express their dreams, challenges and past 
experiences.  
 
Many of the children in our groups have spent their whole lives in 
refugee camps and most have had very little formal schooling. Art is 
the shared language to help these children communicate, build 
friendship skills, and address issues of acculturation. The images 
we have seen in these groups are a combination of cultures, 
landscapes, and symbols of war and peace. Art therapy is a safe 
way for the kids to talk about their past experiences and the trauma 
that they have both witnessed and experienced. 

 
Burma has been in a state of civil strife for the majority of the past 
half century. The ethnic, political, and religious persecution plaguing 
Burma has resulted in an average of 10,000 deaths per year for 
each of the past forty years. The U.S. provides refuge to fewer than 
2,000 people from Burma annually; a significant portion of this 
population resettles to the Triangle area in NC. Most of them are 
women and children.  
 
The Art Therapy Instituteôs mission is to approach mental health 
issues more globally. By sharing the healing components of the arts 
we provide support for many people, and prevent more intensive 
interventions. 
 

For more information about our work,  
please visit our website:  www.ncati.org 

 
The Art Therapy Institute 

762 Ninth St #631 Durham NC 27705 

 

 

 

Drawing by one of the students                                                                                                                

in an art therapy group in the schools.    

He says this is about òwar in his country.ó 

 

Peace Flag 

 

ñLeaving something familiar and going 

somewhere different". 

http://www.ncati.org/
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Art Therapy Alliance and  
International Art Therapy Organization 
Meet Ups in November @ Dallas Art Therapy Conference 

Attending the AATA Conference in Dallas, TX? 
 

Come and meet your IATO &  
Art Therapy Alliance colleagues during these 

fun FREE get togethers! 
 
Meet and Greet Welcome 
Kick off your time in Dallas by seeing everyone face to face, 
sharing a little about yourself, and making a toast to what 
great people we all are! We'll be meeting and greeting at 
the Pyramid Bar at the Fairmont Hotel Wednesday, 

November 18, 2009, 7:30-9:30 p.m. To check out the 
location, visit www.pyramidrestaurant.com.  
  
Meet-Up @ the Dallas Museum of Art 
On Thursday, November 19, 2009, 6:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m. 
come join us for a meet-up and an evening of music, art, 
sketching in the gallery, and making your own artwork at the 
"materials bar." And best of all, it's free! To add to your 
pleasure, you can have a nice dinner on your own with your 
colleagues at the museum restaurant, treat yourself to a 
glass of wine, and enjoy jazz in the Atrium. And shop at the 
Dallas Museum Store, open until 9:00 pm for you late night 
shoppers! Events start at 5:00 pm, but you can join in any 
time you want to and leave whenever you want to. It's just 
across the street from the Fairmont Hotel so you'll be close 
to home while in Dallas. Check out www.dm-art.org for more 
information about the Dallas Museum of Art. 
 
Meet and Make Art Together!  
Meet others from the IATO and Art Therapy Alliance 
communities at the Conference Open Studio on Friday, 
November 20th, from 11:45 am -1:00 pm. 
 
Friday Night Happening 7:00 p.m.- 9:00 p.m. 
The Quarter Bar- Downstairs Bar- Back Room 
Come join us @ the Quarter Bar 
3301 McKinney Avenue- Dallasô Uptown District 
Grab some dinner and drinks! 
 

RSVP @ Facebook or LinkedIn or you can e-mail 
artchangeslives@gmail.com to let us know youôll be there! 
 

http://www.pyramidrestaurant.com/
http://www.dm-art.org/
http://www.facebook.com/home.php#/event.php?eid=107742963529&ref=ts
http://events.linkedin.com/International-Art-Therapy-Organization/pub/98914
mailto:RSVP:%20artchangeslives@gmail.com

